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Chapter  Thirteen 


The  Holy  Prophet’s  Mercy  and 
Kindness  toward  Disobedient  and 

Sinful 
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165/1.  According  to  cUmar  b.  al-Khattab  j&, 

“During  the  lifetime  of  the  Prophet  Jk  there  was  a man  nicknamed 
‘Himar’.  He  used  to  make  Allah’s  Messenger  Jk  laugh,  although  the 
Messenger  would  have  him  lashed  for  drinking  alcohol.  One  day  he 
was  brought  to  the  Prophet  jjk  and  he  ordered  him  to  be  lashed.  After 
the  man  was  lashed,  someone  from  the  folk  said,  ‘O  Allah,  curse  him, 
for  how  often  he  is  brought  [for  lashing]!’  The  Prophet  g|k  said,  ‘Do  not 
invoke  curses  against  him,  for,  by  Allah,  I know  that  he  loves  Allah 
and  His  Messenger.” 

Another  report  reads,  “Do  not  curse  him,  for  indeed  he  loves  Allah 
and  His  Messenger.” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl,  cAbd  al-Razzaq,  al-Bazzar  and  Abu 
Yacla. 


Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Hudud  [The  Prescribed 
Punishments],  Ch.:  “The  Offensiveness  of  Cursing  the  One  Who  Drinks 
Alcohol,  and  Establishing  that  He  is  Not  outside  the  Fold  of  the  Religion,” 
6:2489  §6398;  •Abu  Yacla  in  al-Mnsnad , 1:161  §176;  •‘Abd  al-Razzaq  in  al- 
Musannaf \ 7:381  §13552;  •al-Bazzar  in  al-Musnad , 1:393  §2,69;  «Abu  Nucaym 
in  Hilyat  al-Awliya\  3:228;  #al-BayhaqI  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 8:312  §17273; 
•al-MaqdisT  in  al-Ahadlth  al-Mukhtara , 1:184  §92-93;  and  cited  by  #Qadl 
cIyad  in  Mashariq  al- Anwar,  1:371. 
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166/2.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra 

“Once  we  were  sitting  with  the  Prophet  when  a man  came  to 
him  and  said,  £0  Messenger  of  Allah!  I am  destroyed!5  The  Prophet 
said,  ‘What  is  wrong?5  The  man  said,  ‘I  had  sexual  relations  with  my 
wife  while  I was  fasting.5  Allah’s  Messenger  0>  said,  ‘Do  you  own  a 
servant  that  you  can  free?5  ‘No,5  the  man  replied.  The  Prophet  asked 
him,  ‘Are  you  able  to  fast  for  two  consecutive  months?5  ‘No,5  the  man 
replied.  The  Prophet  then  asked  him,  ‘So  are  you  able  to  feed  sixty 
poor  people?5  ‘No,5  the  man  replied.  The  Prophet  remained  there  for  a 
while  and  then  a large  container  of  dates  was  brought  to  him.  He  said, 
‘Where  is  the  questioner?5  The  man  said,  ‘Here  I am.5  The  Prophet 


166  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Sawm  [The  Fasting],  Ch.:  “If 
Someone  has  Sexual  Intercourse  during  Ramadan  and  has  Nothing  [to  Pay 
as  an  Expiation]  and  Someone  Pays  it  as  Charity  on  His  Behalf,  he  Should 
Expiate,”  2:684  §1834,  and  in  Bk.:  Kaffarat  al-aymcin  [The  Expiation  of 
Oaths],  Ch.:  “When  is  Expiation  Obligatory  upon  the  Wealthy  and  the  Poor,” 
6:2467  §6331,  and  in  Ch.:  “The  Expiation  Should  be  Given  to  Ten  Poor  People, 
whether  Close  or  Distant,”  6:2468  §6333. 
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said  to  him,  ‘Take  these  dates  and  give  them  in  charity.  The  man  said, 
‘Should  I give  it  to  someone  poorer  than  I,  O Messenger  of  Allah? 
By  Allah,  there  is  no  family  between  its  [Medina’s]  two  mountains 
who  is  poorer  than  I.’  The  Prophet  ^ smiled  until  his  pre-molar  teeth 
became  visible  and  then  said,  ‘Feed  your  family  with  it  (and  it  will  be 
an  atonement  for  your  sin).”’ 

Agreed  upon.  Abu  Dawud  said,  “Al-Zuhrl  added,  ‘This  was  only 
a dispensation  for  him;  if  someone  does  that  today,  he  will  be 
obliged  to  expiate  [for  his  misdeed].”’ 
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167/3.  According  to  Anas  b.  Malik 

“There  was  once  a Bedouin  who  urinated  in  a corner  of  the  Mosque. 
The  people  began  chastising  him  but  the  Prophet  forbade  them. 
When  the  man  finished  urinating,  the  Prophet  ordered  for  a bucket 
of  water  to  be  brought;  it  was  poured  over  it.” 

Agreed  upon. 
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167  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Wudu ’ [The  Ritual  Ablution], 
Ch.:  “On  Pouring  Water  over  Urine  in  the  Mosque,”  1:89  §219,  and  Muslim 
in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Tahdra  [The  Purification],  Ch.:  “The  Obligation  to  Wash 
Away  Urine,”  1:236  §284. 
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168/4.  According  to  Burayda  Ji, 

“Maciz  b.  Malik  came  to  the  Prophet  0 and  said,  ‘O  Messenger 
of  Allah,  purify  me!’  The  Prophet  said,  ‘Woe  to  you!  Go  back  and 
seek  Allah’s  forgiveness  and  repent  to  Him.’  So  he  went  away— but  not 
far — and  then  returned,  saying,  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah,  purify  me! 
The  Prophet  0 said,  ‘Woe  to  you!  Go  back  and  seek  Allah’s  forgiveness 
and  repent  to  Him.’  So  he  went  back — but  not  far  and  then  returned, 
saying,  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah,  purify  me!’  Allah  s Messenger  repeated 
what  he  said  twice  before,  and  when  Ma'iz  came  back  for  the  fourth 
time  Allah’s  Messenger  0 asked  him,  ‘From  what  shall  I purify  you? 
He  replied,  ‘From  adultery.’  Allah’s  Messenger  0 asked,  ‘Is  he  insane?’ 
The  Companions  informed  him  that  he  was  not  insane.  Then  he 


*68  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Hudud  [The  Prescribed 
Punishments],  Ch.:  “Concerning  the  One  Who  Confesses  to  Adultery,”  3:13x1- 
1322.  §1690;  •al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra,  4:286  §7163;  *al-Daraqutni 
in  al-Sunan,  3:91  §49)  *Abu  cAwana  in  al-bAusnad,  4*134  135  §62.92.,  al 
TabaranT  in  al-Mu‘jam  al-Awsat,  5:118  §4843;  •al-Bayhaq!  in  al-Sunan  al- 
Kubra,  6:83  §11231. 
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asked,  ‘Did  he  drink  alcohol?’  A man  stood  up  and  smelled  him  but 
he  did  not  smell  the  stench  of  alcohol.  So  Allah’s  Messenger  asked, 
‘Did  you'commit  adultery?’  ‘Yes,’  the  man  replied.  Allah’s  Messenger 
0,  then  ordered  that  he  be  stoned  to  death,  and  after  he  was  stoned, 
the  people  took  two  views  with  regard  to  him.  One  group  opined: 
‘He  destroyed  himself  and  was  encompassed  by  his  sins.’  The  other 
group  said:  ‘There  is  no  repentance  better  than  Maciz’s.  He  came  to 
the  Prophet  and  placed  his  hand  in  his,  saying,  “Stone  me.’”  The 
contention  between  the  two  groups  remained  for  two  or  three  days. 
Allah’s  Messenger  came  out  as  they  were  sitting  and  greeted  them 
and  sat  down  among  them.  He  said,  ‘Seek  forgiveness  for  Maciz  b. 
Malik.’  The  Companions  then  said,  ‘May  Allah  forgive  Maciz  b. 
Malik.’  Then  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said,  ‘He  repented  with  such  a 
sincere  repentance  that,  were  it  to  be  divided  among  a people,  it  would 
suffice  them  all.’” 

Reported  by  Muslim,  al-NasaT,  al-Daraqutnl,  Abu  cAwana  and 

al-Tabaranl. 


wli  C4lil  cJ b !cJIa3  C4j.XaL*J|  !(JU  jJ  .0  / \ *1 

J/j  li\  djk J i-il  l:  fcj£il  015  .U&j  U \J  .jJ&l 

tojdj  ^ oIj  tN  l^l : Jis  oSSj 

: jli  .IjAJ j jJ  IJLa  :cJU  . ,J 

jJ  j JL3  b dJjfc  ! o oJj  ^w^Jb  <CjI 

^ **  ***  ^ ^ ✓ 

flu  ^ jju-  JJ£  jjtj 

. C-J^ J L^JLp  Lj-.  y>»l  .4J  (jr^Sbo  c_^J>-Ls^  l^b  5jjj  Cot  JJl!  (.OwLo 

^ ‘ a*  "* 


Z64  I Muhammad  The  Merciful 


169/5.  According  to  Burayda  & (after  the  repentance  episode  of  Maciz 
b.  Malik), 

“A  Ghamidl  woman  [from  the  Ghamidl  tribe]  came  and  said,  ‘O 
Messenger  of  Allah!  I committed  adultery,  so  please  purify  me!’  Allah’s 
Messenger  sent  her  back,  but  she  returned  the  next  day  and  said,  ‘O 
Messenger  of  Allah,  why  did  you  send  me  back?  Perhaps  you  sent  me 
back  just  as  you  rejected  Maciz’s  request.  By  Allah,  I am  pregnant!’  He 
said,  Tf  you  stick  to  your  words,  then  leave  and  do  not  return  until 
you  have  given  birth.’  When  she  finally  gave  birth,  she  came  to  him 
with  her  infant  wrapped  in  a garment.  She  said,  ‘This  is  the  baby  to 
whom  I gave  birth.’  He  said  to  her,  ‘Leave  and  breast-feed  him  and  do 
not  return  until  you  have  weaned  him.’  When  she  finally  weaned  him, 
she  went  to  Allah’s  Messenger  and  her  child  was  in  tow,  holding 
a piece  of  bread  in  his  hand.  She  said,  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah!  I have 
finally  weaned  him  and  he  is  eating  food.’  The  Prophet  handed  the 
child  to  one  of  the  men  among  the  Muslims  and  ordered  for  a deep 
pit  to  be  dug  and  for  her  to  be  placed  in  it  up  to  the  level  of  her  chest. 
Then  he  ordered  the  people  to  stone  her,  upon  which  they  cast  stones 
at  her.  Khalid  b.  Walld  cast  a stone  which  struck  her  head  and  caused 
blood  to  spatter  on  his  face,  causing  him  to  curse  her.  The  Prophet  0. 
heard  him  curse  her  and  said,  ‘Take  it  easy,  Khalid.  By  Him  in  Whose 
Hand  rests  my  soul,  she  repented  with  such  a sincere  repentance  that 
if  an  [unjust  and  tyrannical]  tax  collector  had  repented  like  her,  he 
would  be  forgiven.’  Thereafter,  Allah’s  Messenger  ordered  that  she  be 
prepared  [for  burial]  and  then  he  prayed  her  funeral  prayer  and  she 
was  buried.” 

Reported  by  Muslim,  Ahmad,  Abu  Dawud,  al-NasaT  and  al- 

Dariml. 


169  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh;  Bk.:  al-Hudud  [The  Prescribed 
Punishments],  Ch.:  “Concerning  the  One  Who  Confesses  to  Adultery,”  3:1323 
§1695  (2*);  #Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:348  §22999;  •Abu  Dawud  in 
al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Hudud  [The  Books  of  Prescribed  Punishments],  Ch.:  “The 
Woman  of  Juhayna  whom  the  Prophet  ^ Ordered  to  be  Stoned,”  4:152  §4440; 
•al-NasaT  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 4:304  §7271;  •al-Dariml  in  al-Sunan , 2:234 
§2324;  •Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf  5:543  §288  (9);  •Abu  cAwana  in  al- 
Musnad,  4:136-137  §6295;  •al-Bayhaq!  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 8:221  §16743. 
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170/6.  According  to  al-Lajlaj, 

“I  was  sitting  and  trading  in  the  market  place  when  a woman 
carrying  a young  (illegitimate)  child  passed  by.  The  people  accompanied 
and  I joined  them.  When  I reached  the  Prophet  he  asked,  ‘Who  is 
the  father  of  this  child  with  you?’  She  remained  silent.  Beside  her,  a 
young  man  called  out,  saying,  ‘I  am  the  child’s  father,  O Messenger  of 
Allah!’  He  again  asked:  ‘Who  is  the  father  of  the  child  with  you?  The 
young  man  again  submitted:  ‘I  am  the  father  of  the  child,  O Messenger 
of  Allah!”  Allah’s  Messenger  then  looked  at  some  of  the  people 
around  the  young  man  and  asked  them  about  him.  They  said,  ‘We 
know  nothing  but  good  about  him.’  The  Prophet  then  asked  the 
young  man,  ‘Are  you  married?’  The  young  man  replied  that  he  was,  at 
which  the  Messenger  ordered  that  he  be  stoned  [as  an  adulterer].  We 


170  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 3:479  §15976;  »Abu  Dawud 
in  al-Sunan;  Bk.:  al-Hudud  [The  Prescribed  Punishments],  Ch.:  “The  Stoning 
of  Maciz  b.  Malik  j|k,”  4:150  §4435;  #al-NasaT  in  al-Sunan , 4:282  §7184;  »al- 
Tabarani  in  al-Mu'jam  al-Kabir , 19:219  §488;  •al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al - 
Kubra  8:218  §16731;  and  cited  by  #Ibn  cAsakir  in  Tarlkh  Dimashq , 50:293. 
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took  him  out  and  dug  a hole  for  him  until  he  was  firmly  inside.  We 
then  cast  stones  until  he  no  longer  moved.  After  all  this,  a man  came 
and  began  asking  about  the  man  who  was  stoned.  We  brought  him  to 
the  Prophet  0.  and  informed  him,  saying,  ‘This  man  is  inquiring  about 
that  vile  person  [we  stoned].’  Allah’s  Messenger  said,  ‘Indeed,  he  is 
finer  in  the  sight  of  Allah  than  the  fragrance  of  musk.’  When  we  knew 
that  the  man  was  his  father  we  helped  him  in  washing,  shrouding,  and 
burying  his  son.” 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  Abu  Dawud,  al-NasaT  and  al-Tabaranl. 
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171/7.  According  to  Nucaym  b.  Hazzal  j^, 

“Maciz  b.  Malik  was  an  orphan  in  the  care  of  my  father  and  he 
committed  adultery  with  a young  girl  in  the  neighbourhood.  My 
father  said  to  him,  ‘Go  to  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ and  inform  him  of 
what  you  did  so  that  perhaps  he  can  seek  forgiveness  for  you.’  He  only 
decided  that  in  hope  that  he  would  find  a way  out  of  his  problem.  So  he 
went  to  the  Prophet  0.  and  said,  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah!  I committed 
adultery,  so  please  establish  the  prescribed  punishment  upon  me  as 
found  in  the  Book  of  Allah!’  The  Prophet  turned  away  from  him 
and  Maciz  repeated  once  more,  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah!  I committed 
fornication,  so  please  establish  the  prescribed  punishment  upon  me  as 
found  in  the  Book  of  Allah!’  The  Prophet  ^ turned  away  and  Maciz 
repeated  once  more,  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah!  I committed  adultery,  so 
please  establish  the  prescribed  punishment  upon  me  as  found  in  the 
Book  of  Allah!’  The  Prophet  H once  again  turned  away.  After  Maciz 
repeated  his  request  for  the  fourth  time,  the  Prophet  ^ said,  ‘You  have 
repeated  your  request  four  times,  so  I ask,  with  whom  did  you  commit 
adultery?’  Maciz  replied,  ‘With  so-and-so.’  The  Prophet  asked  him, 
‘Did  you  sleep  together?’  Maciz  replied,  ‘Yes.’  The  Prophet  asked, 
‘Did  you  have  intimate  relations  with  her?’  Maciz  replied,  ‘Yes.’  The 
Prophet  asked,  ‘Did  you  have  sexual  intercourse  with  her?’  Maciz 
replied,  ‘Yes.’  The  Prophet  ^ then  ordered  that  he  be  stoned,  so  he  was 
then  taken  to  an  open  area,  and  while  he  was  being  stoned  he  felt  the 
painful  effect  of  the  stones  and  could  not  bear  it  and  fled.  But  cAbd 
Allah  b.  Unays  encountered  him  when  those  who  had  been  stoning 
him  could  not  catch  up  with  him.  He  threw  the  bone  of  a camel’s 
foreleg  at  him,  which  hit  him  and  killed  him.  He  then  went  to  the 
Prophet  0,  and  reported  it  to  him.  He  said,  ‘Why  did  you  not  leave  him 
alone?  Perhaps  he  might  have  repented  and  been  forgiven  by  Allah.’” 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  Abu  Dawud,  al-NasaT  and  Ibn  Abl  Shayba. 


171  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:2.16  §21940;  *Abu 
Dawud  in  al-Sunan : Bk.:  al-Hudud  [The  Prescribed  Punishments],  Ch.:  “The 
Stoning  of  Maciz  b.  Malik  j^,”  4:145  §4419;  #al-Nasa:I  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 
4:290  §7205;  «Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf , 5:538  §28767;  •al-Hakim  in 
al-Mustadrak,  4:404  §8082;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mu^jam  al-Kabir,  22:201  §530; 
•al-Bayhaqi  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 8:219  §16735. 


2.68  I Muhammad  0.:  The-:  Merciful 


According  to  al-Hakim,  “This  is  a tradition  with  an  authentic 
chain  of  transmission.” 
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172/8.  According  to  Nucaym  b.  Hazzal 

“Maciz  came  to  the  Prophet  0 and  four  times  confessed  (to 
adultery),  so  he  ordered  him  to  be  stoned  to  death,  but  said  to  Hazzal 
(the  guardian  of  Maciz),  ‘If  you  had  covered  him  with  your  garment 
(i.e.,  kept  his  secret),  it  would  have  been  better  for  you.”5 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  Abu  Dawud  and  al-Nasa’I.  According 
to  al-Hakim:  “This  is  a tradition  with  an  authentic  chain  of 
transmission.” 
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172  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:2.16  §2.1940;  •Abu  Dawud 
in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Hudud  IThe  Prescribed  Punishments],  Ch.:  “Concealing 
the  Offenses  of  Those  Subject  to  Prescribed  Punishments,”  4:134  §4377;  *al- 
Nasa5!  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 4:305  §72.74;  *cAbd  al-Razzaq  in  al-Musannafy 
7:323  §13342;  #Ibn  AbT  Shayba  in  al-Musannafy  5:540  §28784;  •al-Hakim  in 
al-Mustadrak , 4:403  §8080. 
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173/9.  According  to  cAbd  Allah  b.  'Umar 

“We  were  once  engaged  in  a battle,  but,  scattered,  we  escaped 
[to  safer  positions].  We  said,  ‘How  can  we  face  the  Prophet  now 
after  having  fled?’  On  this,  the  verse  was  revealed,  Except  he  who 
is  maneuvering  in  the  fights  [Q.8:i6].  Then  we  said,  ‘We  shall  not 
enter  Medina,  so  that  no  one  sees  us.’  But  then  we  said,  ‘Perhaps  we 
should  go’.  Allah’s  Messenger  0,  came  out  for  the  Morning  Prayer.  We 
submitted,  We  are  the  ones  who  have  fled.’  He  (turned  to  us  and)  said, 
‘(No),  you  are  the  ones  who  return  to  fight  after  escaping  [to  a safer 
position].’  We  then  approached  him  and  kissed  his  hand,  and  he  said, 
‘I  am  the  shelter  of  the  Muslims.”’ 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  Abu  Dawud  and  al-Bukharl  in  al-Adab  [al- 
mufrad ],  and  this  is  his  wording. 
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174/10.  According  to  Anas  b.  Malik  Allah’s  Messenger  0 said, 

“My  intercession  is  for  the  members  of  my  Umma  who  commit 
enormities.” 


173  Set  forth  by  'Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  2:70  §5384;  »Abu  Dawud 
in  a/-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Jihad  [The  Striving],  Ch.:  “On  Fleeing  during  Battle,”  3:46 
§2647;  'al-Bukharl  in  al-Adab  al-Mufrad,  338  §972;  »Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al- 
Musannaf,  6:541  §33686;  and  cited  by  'al-Husaynl  in  al-Bavan  wa  al-Tacrtf. , 
1:295  §786. 

174  Set  forth  by  'Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Sunna  [The  Sunnal,  Ch.: 
“On  Intercession,”  4:236  §4739;  *ai-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan : Bk.:  Sifat  al- 
qiyama  wa  al-raqa'iq  wa  al-wara  [On  the  Description  of  the  Day  of  Judgment, 
Heart-melting  narrations,  and  Scrupulousness],  Ch.:  “What  has  been  Narrated 
Concerning  Intercession,”  4:625  §2435;  »Ibn  Majah  (from  Jabir  &)  in  al-Sunan: 
Bk.:  al-Zuhd  [The  Renunciation],  Ch.:  “Mention  of  Intercession,”  2:1441 
§43 10 > *Abu  Yaia  in  al-Musnad , 6:40  §3284;  •al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak , 


zyo  I Muhammad  The  Merciful 

Reported  by  Abu  Dawud,  al-Tirmidhl  and  Ibn  Majah.  According 
to  al-Tirmidhl,  ‘This  is  a fine  authentic  tradition.  According 
to  al-Hakim,  this  is  an  authentic  tradition  conforming  to  the 
stipulation  of  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim.’ 
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175/11.  According  to  Abu  Musa  al-AshcarI  Allah’s  Messenger  0, 
said, 

“I  was  given  a choice  between  intercession  and  having  half  of  my 
Umma  enter  Paradise  (without  any  accountability).  So  I opted  for 
intercession  because  it  is  common  and  far  inclusive  (for  the  entire 
Umma),  Do  you  reckon  that  it  is  for  the  pious  alone?  Nay,  it  is  for  the 
sinful,  the  wrongdoers  and  the  tarnished.” 

Reported  by  Ahmad  and  Ibn  Majah. 


1:139  §228;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mucjam  al-saghir , 1:272  §448;  •al-jayalisl  in 
al-Musnad , 1:233  §1669. 

175  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  (from  Ibn  cUmar  &)  in  al-Musnad , 
2,175  §5452.;  *Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Z,uhd  [The  Renunciation],  Ch.: 
“Mention  of  Intercession,”  2:1441  §43u;  •al-Haythaml  in  Majmac  al-zawa'id , 
10:378;  and  cited  by  •al-Bayhaql  in  al-Vtiqad , 1:202. 


